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REQUISITION LETTERS

The requisition letter and sheet serial number appeared in the top margin at the right,
above NE/1/6 (see illustration 3). Printed in black, this imprint might also ap the
top right of a half sheet divided horizontally through the central gutter. Shee
apparently often divided this way for ease of handling. Quarter sheets wefé
by the Crown Agents for shipments to the Treaty Port Offices during
George V, as well as earlier reports of this practice in 1904 (see page
letter can help date different printings.
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ILLUSTRATIO

these definitives appeared on regular wove paper. This type of

d to as 'ordinary’. In 1905 a new type of paper was introduced. This has a
of calcium oxide or carbonate, giving a smoother and generally whiter
his type of paper is known as 'chalky'. It yielded crisper, brighter ink
impressions, due to decreased surface irregularities and increased light reflection through

the ink layer, off the paper and back through to the viewer, instead of the light being
absorbed or reflected at random off a rough surface.
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PILLARS

On the 3¢, S¢ and 6¢ values, the horizontal interpanneau gutter contains 12 sets of 4
vertical boxes, or pillars, filled with horizontal lines (see illustration 18). The
like the Jubilee line, all formed part of the duty plate. This device was origin
to prevent the paper sagging over this otherwise comparatively large emptyss
printing forme, which would have affected the registering of the next
additional advantage of preventing the fraudulent use of the 12 adhesiye
pieces of watermarked paper.
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ILLUSTRATIO

e used during the quarter-century that these adhesives were in use.
umbered 1 and 2, respectively, the latter coming into use about mid-1932.

at each value only had one duty plate during the whole period of use. It is of
ote that even the uni-coloured values were printed in two operations with two
order to distinguish sheets with the second alphabet requisition letter (see next
section), a cut was made in the top of the circle in which the plate number 1 appeared. Also
the key plate Jubilee lines above and to the right of the top right adhesive (NE/1/6) were
shortened and bevelled at the right and the top, respectively (see illustration 19). This cut

plates.
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Fig. 32 Cover to Penang flown on the supplementary service by Delphinus September 1937
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The last service Hong Kong service to gpe

ondon on 27 November but
st eastbound mail to use the new routing
ad been prepared for the 27 November

1s HB 1 on 19 December (see Fig. 33).

Fig.33 First dispatch from Hong Kongyi angkok feeder link 19 December 1937
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