
2014 WEBB CUP ENTRIES are as follows (authors in alphabetical order):  
 

1. HK QV PC Earliest Uses Appendix on HKSC website (Papers/P005), and HK QV Post Card Earliest Usages 

at HK & the Treaty Ports – Introduction in Jn. 362/30 (Chan Chi Ho)  

2. Hong Kong security marking article series in HKSC Journal (Michel Houde)  

3. Destination cover article series in HKSC Journal (Ingo Nessel)  

4. Hong Kong Fiscal Seals & Adhesives monograph on HKSC website (Philippe Orsetti); see NL. 365 

Supplement for review  

5. Air mail service and late fee articles in HKSC Journal (Richard A. Whittington)   

 
 

 
2014 WILDE CUP ENTRIES 
  

1. Earliest Known Kowloon Branch Post Office Type B Datestamp: 16 January 1902 

2. 1907 4c Carmine-red (SG 93) with Only Known Reversed Watermark 

3. Only Known Example of a 40mm x 7mm “SHOP CLOSED” Instructional Marking 

4. Medium Crowned “PAID AT HONG-KONG” handstamp, with “PAID” deleted – The Only Recorded 

Example 

5. 1907-11 KEVII 2c used with Tai Po "TP" s/r cds dated 23 MR 12 with “TP” inverted 

6. The Earliest Known (1863) Incoming Cover to Hainan Island and the Only Known Early Incoming Mail 

from Italy to China/Hong Kong via Malta 

 

 

See below



 
 

2014 WILDE CUP ENTRIES 
 
1. Earliest Known Kowloon Branch Post Office Type B Datestamp: 16 January 1902 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The above one cent postal stationary card, with “REPLY” crossed out, was posted at the Kowloon 

Branch Post Office and has a strike of the Kowloon Branch Type B datestamp of 16 January 1902 

away from the indicia, as was customary at that time. 
 
The card was addressed to a Herren Dr R Gerstein, a member of the crew (perhaps the medical 

officer/ships surgeon) of the steamer C – Ferdinand Laeisz (Captain H Fuchs) care of the 

Hamburg – America Line office that was prominently situated in Queens Building, Victoria. The 

C – Ferdinand Laeisz was in Hong Kong harbour on 16 January 1902, having arrived from 

Hamburg two days earlier, and sailed for Shanghai on that day. Dr Gerstein probably posted the 

card to himself at the Kowloon Branch Post Office in the early morning of 16 January or he may 

have posted the card in the night box the previous evening. Further details can be found in an 

article included in Jn. 368/27. 
 
This example of the Kowloon Branch Type B datestamp is put forward as the earliest known, being 

two days earlier than the example cited as the earliest by Proud. 
 

2. 1907 4c Carmine-red (SG 93) with Only Known Reversed Watermark 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

De La Rue printed over 75,000 sheets of the 1907 4c carmine-red (SG 93), and it has taken over 
100 years to find the first watermark variety, a ‘reversed’ one. The cds seems to read “FE 2? 11”, 
and it looks like a Treaty Port one, so there is a good chance that other examples from the same 

sheet have survived and are sitting unnoticed in collections. Could members please look through 

their collections for 4c stamps used around February/March 1911 to see if other examples of this 

variety exist and if we can determine which Treaty Port was involved. In case another example 



 
does not turn up, a copy of any cds used in late February 1911 that appears similar to that on this 

stamp would be very useful for identification of the part cancellation. 
 

3. Only Known Example of a 40mm x 7mm “SHOP CLOSED” Instructional Marking 
 
Webb did not report a “SHOP CLOSED” marking in his chapter on instructional markings. Proud 

reported two different examples. His type I160 used 26.7.26-1.8.26 is, according to the illustration 

in his book, 54mm x 8mm in size. His type I162 was used 10.6.27-23.3.33 and is 47mm x 12mm 

in size. In addition, a cover bearing a previously unrecorded 64mm x 11mm “SHOP CLOSED” 

marking, with a Hong Kong date of 4.7.04 on the back, won the Wilde Cup for 2010. The 

illustration below shows another previously unrecorded “SHOP CLOSED” marking of 40mm x 

7mm on a cover from France with a Hong Kong arrival date of 14 MR 30. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Only known example of a 40mm x 7mm “SHOP CLOSED” marking, used on 14 March 1930 
 

4. Medium Crowned PAID AT HONG-KONG handstamp, with “PAID” deleted – The Only 

Recorded Example 
 
This 24 July 1848 entire from Hong Kong to London was endorsed in manuscript “Via Marseilles / 
paid” and struck with the Webb Type 8 Medium Crowned Circle “PAID AT HONG-KONG” 

handstamp in red. On the obverse is rate mark “1/10” (1s 10d) in black, for a ¼ oz. letter, 

indicating postage had to be collected from the recipient on arrival. It was backstamped on 

departure with the Webb Type 9 HK datestamp dated 24 July in black and on arrival in London 

with a cds dated 25 September in red. 
 
What is very unusual is that the word “PAID” of the crowned HK handstamp was crossed out in 

black ink, and the word “paid” under the route endorsement also deleted. 
 
The entire was carried by P&O Pekin, which left HK on 25 July, to Galle, by P&O Precursor from 

Galle to Suez, overland across Egypt, by P&O Ripon on 14 September from Alexandra to Malta, 

and then steamer to Marseilles and overland across France, it arriving in the UK on 25 September. 

However, an annotation on the back reveals the date of receipt was 2 October, eight days after 

arrival. 



 
According to the first HK postal regulations of 1844, mails sent to the UK via Marseilles could not 
be prepaid in HK. Thus, the GPO in HK clearly erred in accepting this entire from the sender, who 

had prepaid postage, and so the GPO applied the crowned HK handstamp. The question is who 

detected this error and made the deletions, the HK or the London GPO? It would appear to be the 

latter as delivery of the entire was delayed for 8 days in the London GPO pending payment of the 

1s 10d postage by the recipient. However, the recipient may have complained to the London GPO 

that the sender had inscribed “paid” and that the HK GPO had acknowledged postage being prepaid 

by applying the crowned “PAID AT HONG-KONG” handstamp in red. This would explain why 

delivery was delayed eight days. 
 
The Philatelist (Vol. 11, No. 12, September 1945, page 258) illustrated an example of crowned 

“PAID AT AMHERST.N.S.” with the word “PAID” deleted, the author commenting that such 

alterations are unusual for handstruck stamps (page 261). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

5. 1907-11 KEVII 2c used with Tai Po "TP" s/r cds dated 23 MR 12 with “TP” inverted 
 
 
 
 
 

Here is a 1907-11 KEVII 2c 

used with the Tai Po "TP" 

single ring cds (Proud D1) 

dated 21 MR 12 with the “TP” 

inverted. 
 
 
 

 

6. The Earliest Known (1863) Incoming Cover to Hainan Island and the Only Known Early 

Incoming Mail from Italy to China/Hong Kong via Malta 
 
There are a number of early letters from the late 1840s and 1850s written by Catholic missionaries 

from then remote interior parts of China, including Yunnan and Hunan. These letters from some of 

the first Europeans to live in these places, sent out through Hong Kong, represent the earliest 

international mail from these locales and an important, if somewhat underappreciated in my 

opinion, part of China’s postal history. Interestingly, there is very little incoming mail to 

complement these early outgoing ecclesiastical letters, which is not so surprising given the living 



 
conditions of the Catholic missionaries, the climate and the very nature of the missionaries’ tenure 

in China. 
 
Thus, the 1863 entire letter from Rome to Kiungchow on Hainan Island illustrated below is rather 

remarkable. Besides its place as very rare incoming early mail to what I would like to call the 

“interior” of China (i.e., other than Hong Kong and the Pearl River Delta, the more-developed 

coastal Treaty Ports north of Hong Kong, and Peking), it is likewise very early Hainan Island mail, 

as well as rare early surviving mail from Italy to China. In fact, it is the earliest recorded incoming 

cover to Hainan Island, predating by over 25 years the heretofore earliest recorded cover 
(1) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Kiungchow, along with its port of Hoihow, was opened to foreign trade by the 1858 Treaty of 

Tientsin (that was ratified by China in the 1860 Convention of Peking concluding the Second 

Opium War) and designated a Treaty Port, but, as no one showed an interest in it, the actual 

opening was deferred until 1872, when China made it a Customs Port. Apparently, Westerners did 

not really take up residence until 1876. A British postal agency was also established there in that 

year (2). Even by 1882, there were only 10-12 Western residents scattered throughout the city, 

attesting to its relative remoteness and very minor stature in the Treaty Port system 
(3). 

 
This cover is an entire letter addressed to Luderico Fauvie, “Vico. Apo.” (missionary priest), at 

“Kong-Tchou in Cina” (Kiungchow in China) and was dispatched from Rome in September 1863. 

Like other contemporary correspondence to places where a consular postal agency had not been 



 
established, it is further addressed care of an agent in Hong Kong, in this case one Sig. D. Luigi 

Ambroli (4). Its contents are actually a duplicate copy of a letter written in Latin dated 7 July 1862. 
 

The cover was privately carried from Rome to Malta (5). Malta’s external post was then operated 

by the British Post Office 
(6), and thus an agent in Malta affixed a Great Britain 4d vermillion stamp, 

paying the ½ ounce rate from Malta to Hong Kong 
(7), which was cancelled by the “Malta/A25” 

duplex (17.9.63). A blue-black “Hong Kong/C” cds (17.11.63; Proud type D11) on the reverse 

documents its arrival in Hong Kong. Interestingly, this is within the period ascribed by Patrick 

Pearson in which the cds was struck in bright blue (28.9.63-9.5.65), and is the only usage in this 

color variant during this period I am aware of. 
 
The letter was carried by P&O packets from Malta to Hong Kong. Euxine took the letter from 

Malta (1.10) to Alexandria (4.10). It was then carried overland to Suez, where Nubia (10.10) took 

it to Galle (24.10). Columbian in turn took it from Galle (25.10), but encountered boiler problems 

and laid in at Singapore (3.11) for repairs, so its mail was delivered by Emeu, which sailed the 

Singapore (9.11) to Hong Kong (17.11) leg. My letter is now only one of two recorded covers 

showing this delayed P&O itinerary from Galle to Hong Kong, the Columbian’s mail arriving in 

Hong Kong approximately a week late. 
 
The exact route of the letter’s journey from Hong Kong to its ultimate destination on Hainan Island 

is by nature much less certain. However, it is believed that the most likely route would have been 

to Saigon by the Messageries Imperiales Cambodge, which departed Hong Kong 26.11 and arrived 

in Saigon 30.11. From there it would probably have gone by a coastal vessel to Haiphong and then 

on to Kiungchow. 
 
Besides illustrating the inherent difficulties in getting mail to remote parts of China, the cover also 

illustrates, from the Italian-origin side, arrangements I had seen for Italian mail from Hong 

Kong/China of the period prior to 1863. Mail from Hong Kong to Italy was conveyed by the P&O 

to Marseille or occasionally Malta for shipment onward to Italy. From the few covers I have seen, 

for the mail sent via Malta, an agent or intermediary paid the on-going postage to the final Italian 

destination (8). In 1863, arrangements were instituted for Italian mails from Hong Kong to be 

carried directly from Alexandria to the Italian port of Ancona by Italian packets (9). The Papal 

States – of which Rome was a part – did not join the Kingdom of Italy until 1870, so they may not 

have been party to the arrangements for direct mail between Alexandria and Italy as part of the 

Hong Kong service. This outbound letter therefore followed an earlier and rare mode of posting 

through an agent overseas and is the only cover sent thus from Italy to China or Hong Kong via 

Malta recorded by members of the Study Circle I am aware of. 
 
In summary, this 1863 entire letter from Rome to Kiungchow represents: 
 
1. The earliest known incoming cover to Hainan Island, predating by over 25 years the heretofore 

earliest known incoming usage, as well as rare incoming early mail to interior China. 
 
2. The only known early incoming mail from Italy to China/Hong Kong via Malta. 
 
3. The only known usage of the Hong Kong cds in blue-black during the period it is recorded in 
bright blue by Patrick Pearson. 
 

Footnotes 

(1) The earliest recorded inward card/cover in Lee Scamp’s 2005 article on mail to/from the 

Hoihow BPO was dated 1890. Hong Kong Study Circle Journal 335, p. 12 

(2) Edward B. Proud, British Post Offices in the Far East, Proud-Bailey Co. Ltd. (1991), p. 332



 
(3) Edward J. M. Rhoads, China’s Republican Revolution: The Case of Kwangtung, 1895-1913, 
Volume 81, Harvard Univ. Press (1975), p. 16 

(4) This likewise may have also been part of the system set up by the Catholic Church to support 

missionaries “in-country” in China 

(5) The entire does not have any Italian markings, attesting to its private carriage from Rome to 

Malta 

(6) Great Britain operated Malta’s external post until 1885, with Great Britain stamps being used to 

pay the postage from September 1857 through December 1884 

(7) 1862 Malta Postal Guide 

(8) Cf., 1857 (15 Dec.) envelope from Hong Kong to Turin (Kingdom of Sardinia) with 

endorsement that 1 lira 85c. (1s 6d) was paid by the Sardinian Consulate in Malta (including 8d 

double-rate postage Hong Kong to Malta), ex David Davies, Lee Scamp; Zurich Asia, 2.11.06, lot 

1045; 1859 (14 June) entire from Shanghai to Naples with Great Britain 1d and 2d applied over 

original “1/8” rating and cancelled in Malta (representing 3d postage Malta to Kingdom of Two 

Sicilies), Interasia Auctions, 31.1.10, lot 1749. I likewise have an 1859 entire from Calcutta, which 

was sent privately to Malta, where a forwarding agent applied a Great Britain 6d stamp for payment 

of the double-rate postage to Naples. Letters from Hong Kong/China sent to the Kingdom of 

Sardinia (which included Piedmont) via Marseille, on the other hand, apparently do not show this 

treatment of the on-going postage being paid at the port preceding entry into Italy no doubt because 

of a postal convention/treaty between France and Sardinia 

(9) Proud in his Postal History of Hong Kong 1841-1997, Proud-Bailey Co. Ltd. (2004), page 62, 

notes that Hong Kong was notified of this on 26 February 1863 
 
I would like to acknowledge the gracious assistance of Lee C. Scamp, who provided the sailing and 

other information for this article. 


