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Introduction

During the December 12021 ,HKSC/HKPSjoin Zoom meetingpresentatioon the Hong Kong Japanese
Occupatiorof Hong Kongthe subject of da Luz cover created a controversial discussion.

The sheer quantity of this covers productiad raisedalreadyjustified suspicios over the yeard his paper
which combines the studies of the auttiomost of the criticss intended to present as many information as
possible leaving the reader to dele according tdiis own judgment.

Henrida Luzwas areal persthehad t he pr i vi | e g during meetingseotthe HKPSathhe |
Club Lusitano He hadriendsand family in Hong Kong and Macau with whom he was corresponding. He was
anavid philatelist and had a large collecti®art of it beingsold before, during and after the veardthe
balancebeingdisposedrom his estatdy his sonthenresident of Canada.

He was an employee of the Hongkong Canton & Macau Steamboat Co. Limited. As a neutral Portuguese wh
did not join the Hong Kong Volunte&efenseCorps, he was not interned in POW caifgontrary to his
philatelistcompatriotCh r i st op her d Gembdemohtitedortuguase Maahsregam Company, was
interned in Sham Shui Po POW cgmp

He wrote a diary nH,tdaawerkegiven bylesrsdn tivtimg Tsihgwho in turs O
published themh n  HangKorig Japanese Occupation b o o k Thisndiary 8 Stilb guestioned, but if
authentic it would give unvaluable information on the daily life in Hong Kong during this period and éenri
philatelic activities.
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Exhibit s

At ourknowledge, it has been at least two exhibits of da Luz covers:

- Philippe OrsettiiJapanese Occupation of Hong Kong exkibihich received a Gld Award inStampex
Texas1998 This exhibit has been later modified to eliminatel replacell philatelic material, including all
the da Luz covers.

- Winson Ng collector/stamp dealer in Hong Kongho isholding regular online auctions. Through his business,
he has been able to select better da Luz coversto devbfgpagese x hi bit t hat recei ved
in Hong Kong Stampex 20ith the following comments:

Jury President: Malcolm Hammersley (HK)

Jury Secretary: Stephen Chan (HK) |
Jur"y Members: Mak Che King (HK), Daniel Szeto (HK), Michel & Jenny Roland (Australia),

Apprentice Jurors: Juai Wai Chung (HK), Danny Wong (HK)

Report of the Expert Group

The expert team made a review of all the exhibits in the competitive classes. Judging tcam was also asked to refer any doubtful
items for review. Ten doubtful items were found, certificates are needed for future exhibitions.

e

Juai Wai Chung, Expert
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Cancels

Post Offices Cancels

Kowloon Cheng (Kowloon City)

- A . »’ J
N .
S i b & i it
e

Cut squares from da Luz covers

..‘ -> . ', gt :L »
Provenance: N.C. Yand970 Stanley, Hong Kong (Chih Chu)



Kowloon City

Another cutsquarecancelled Kowloon City with the same an only date of 17.11.10, with a certificate of
authenticity fromLois Evans, Chairman of the Expertizing Committee of the International Society of Japanese
Philately (ISJP) and critic of da Luz covers.

MOUNT ONLY ONE STAMP, PAIR, BLOCK OR COVER IN

[FOR EXAMINATION, BUT BE SURE THE MOUNT IS CLOSED
OR FOL THE [TEM WILL NOT. LY SLIDE
OUT. A SMALL ACETATE OR GLASSINE ENVELOPE IS
RECOMMENDED.

DO NOT USE SCOTCH TAPE OR STAPLES

This office closed 4 days later, on November 14, 1942

AT AT AT
on that itis
A A4 e ” 4

Very doubtful cover. Very expensive franking for the time, unusnaklope stock
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Mr. H. ax Luz,
64, Macdennell Read,
Heng Kong.

17.11.10s the only date known fromKowloon City in da Luz covers
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Commemorative cancels

First Anniversary of the “Greater East Asia War”, December 8, 1942

e T e S e S e VTR D 2

Spink auctions, September 2008hn Bull auctions January 2021

First Day Cancellation (Tuesday December 8, 1942) at Hong Kong General Post Office.

Red ink was used on that first day, but due to blurred impression.
Ink color was changed to violet for the balance of the week

It was physicaly possible to visit on that same day HK General Post Office, Kowlo&owatabn Tong Post
Offices, but it may have been a performance. The purple color was easer to obtain throughout the following
days at any of the three above post offices.

Violet cancelused for one week
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First Anniversary of the “Greater East Asia War”, December 8, 1942

First Day philatelic cancellation (Tuesday December 8, 1942) at Kowloon Post Office.

Blue ink was used only that day at this counter as an experimental color.
Then, in line with other post offices, violet ink was used during the balance of the week

First Day philatelic cancellation (Wednesday December 8. 1943) at Kowloon Tong.

Black ink was used in error because the violet inkpad was not received on time at this counter.

Paged



Covers

Buoy Suoa
PE TTSUODPON 79

. . ZnT ®p °H .
e HMS ]

Covers and address formats

o b ]

Horizontal airmail(14.6 x 9cm)

Manuscrlptadclress | Labeladdress

AddressCritics havepointed outhat many cover did not abide by the rules requesting that address and
nationality of the sender was mentioned on the cover.

However, sveral coves displayedstickers to this effecThe gluebeingvery weak many of these stickethave
been loseaind many cover are showing only stamps and c.d.s.

Small airmail formaf11.6 x 9.2 cm)

It constituteghe bulk of da Luz covers. Being amployee of the Hongkong Canton & Macau Steamboat Co.
Limited, da Luzhad access to office suppllessuppllersand he could get them in quantity

December 25,1941,noon September 28, 1945, 10 am
Last hour of British PO operatiohgfore Occupation Reopening of the British Post Office

Address: The Hongkong Canton & Macau Steamboat Co. name has beenitisaat wddress. The covers
could have beehanded back at the counter of the paféte, unless they were contrived?

Paged



Large airmail formaf13.8 x10.5cm)

Small format for reference

Large format

Address Most frequent
Mr. H. da Luzo
printed address.

Critics have challenged da Lu
blank covers in assuming that
theyhad beemmanufactured
after the war, this is a not.
Identical and/osimilar covers
areknown used before the wa
as shown in this example date
1941




Plain paper very small format

My. /!.l" [:12)
bl Macdonnell A
/h’nylouf

Address Manuscript \ i SR

Seldom used cover formats
(unlikely used by da Luz)

Wmk plane flying to the left e
(14.3x 8.8 cm) :

PV ey =
BY AIR MAIL e o
May be on top or on bottom | \f_ Ce MO
of left hand corner e
Address Most frequent <2
Mr . H. da Lu 84
Hory

printed address.

Reaqistration covers

It is strange that not a single r&gation cover is known frorda Luzbody of covers.

| f we accept that the commemorative covedaed of t h
December 8, 1942re genuine, ivill mean that H. da Luz was actively visiting the post offatethat time.

Registration was authorizestiartingDecember 1, 1942.

Then why da Luzdid not do any registered cover tihat knew as a philatelisthattheywould have beemuch
more valuablehan ordinary coverafter the waR??
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Postage Combination

Singleadhesive at correct postage rate

Kowlonn 18.10.22

Singleadhesives, no concern for rates

Sender B 01

i H. da Ly

&a (,{7 acdonnell Qoast " C

!{anq k0'7§
FLAT Ne.>

Hong Kong 17.4.9

62 and 64 Macdonnell Road were two joined appartments belonging to H. deoltherin-law F. Xavier.
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Kowloon 17.11.26

(Very rare use of the %2 sen violet stamp)
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Same stamp patern

Frodog rz\m;

B
>
>

BY AR MAN
PAR AV ION
VIiACAERTA

BV AR MAIL

L PAR AVION 5% o
: EREA 3 P :
3N V A_ AA - x s::‘}': ".;'*Q.Y’:'.xfg%gﬁ

19.3.30 SW, WC
19.4.4 HK
19.4.27 KL
19.429 TP, YL
19.5.2 HK
19.5.3 HK, YM
19.54 KT
19.7.19 HK
19.7.21 HK, KL
19.7.24 YL

19.7.27 SS
19.7.29 KT
19.8.2 HK
19.8.5 KL
19.8.7 TP
19.8.9 HK
19.8.15HK, YM
19.8.24 HK
19.8.26 KL




Pairs

Block of four
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High value stamps

were expensive during the war and are seldomseéngpe nui neo covers, however
certainly prodeed after the war from worthless looted stamps.

10 Yenon very unusual format envelop with a Kowloon cancel
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Y ~ H. da Lyz
s 64 liacdonnell Rd
. Hengkong

40 Yen on usual format, with Wantsai cancel

Extremely suspicious cover.displaysanexpensie franking for the timgsince devaluation occurred in April
1945. It is dated December 25, 1944 éhniversary of the fall of Hong Kong) and the label is unusual, the
loweredu is not consistent with da Luz printed address labels.

40 Yen on usual format, witkowloon cancel
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First Day Covers

//r dﬂ &?/ \
@ /77ac&(0ﬂ/7(// &57,

JSoulHinp. N

Reopening of HKGPO, Type A cancelwith the 6 adhesive values that were issued on that day
(Rare use of the 1 sen yellow stamp that was quickly sold out).

Reopening ofKowloon post office
(Seemingly not for H. da Luz, but with same 6 adhesives combihation
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Reopening of HKGPO, Type A cancel

Is there any reason for which the above covers woufdriged? da Luz could have walked and visited the
HKGPO, and Kowloon Post Officegn that daylike many other philatelists
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Last Day Covers

4
f4r. H. da Lus,

64, Macdonnell Road,
Hong long.

Kowloon 20-8-31 last day of Post Offies operations under theJapanese administration

The Emperor of Japan had surrendered on August 18, from that date on, the Post Office must have been qui
perturbed. The date of Augusts8dorrespond to the day at which the British Military Administration took over.
There is ndknown commercial cover cancelled at that date.
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Each cover is numbered in the back, diagonally along the glued selvage in different colors:

- HK until July 1944 usuallyed, then usuallylack

- Kowloon usuallyred

- Sai Ying Pun, Sham Sui Po, Sheung Wareih blue, or green

- Kowloontong,Tai Po, UnLong, Wan Tsai, Yaumaii red, blue, or black
- Kowloon City ?

- Stanley ingreen

The code is just in chronological ordbut in three distinct groups: Hong Kong, Kowloon and all the other sub
offices. Ghronologydiscrepanciesdicatecoversmost probablyot created by da Luz.

Covers from the same office witlenticaldateusually beathe same numbgbut not always.

Number of covers produced

We know from stamp dealers thaga Luz tried to sell themgroupof 10,000 covers.
Beyond this number, it is speculatiddumber as high as 25,000 have been floating.

Da Luz in his Memoirs writgthat he was preparing covers in batch oflb@akesprobablyless than % hour to
do one batcjso even if he produced 25,000 covers himgek,around250 hours of workandover a 4 year
period it is roughly one batch every 3 days, not a big,deaheed for anputsidehelp, and a plausible
number
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Problems

Post Offices visits associations

Considering the transportation conditiondHong Kong at that time, it was said that it was not possible to travel
throughout this territory to visit the post offices. It may be so; however, it is interesting to notice that there is
generally only one post office cancel for one given date nbiliiei rare occasions when there are two post
offices for one given date, they are always geographically related:

Kowloontong-- Yaumati 18.06.09 Wednesday
Kowloontong-- Yaumati 20-02.10 Saturday
Kowloontong-- Yaumati 20-02-28 Wednesday
Tai Po-- UnLong 1904.29 Saturday
Sheung Wan- Wan Tsai 19.03.30 Thursday

Is it coincidental? If these cancels would have been mass produced after the war it is doubtful that the forger
would have planned this timing. However, if da luz was actually in a spacda, he may have tried to
maximize his travel and visit several Post Offices at the same time.

That being said, going the same day to Tai Po and Un Long with no public transportation seems to be an
impossible journey, as shown by this clip:

o A 25 F o WEBYEL A SUAT 2 WRBRE - SRS IO a1 5 5 25-Febr1944 Only 2 bus routes remained in HK
B (FWEAF) o LB OFRRUIIE R %0k Sy g Island, and only Civil Servants on duty could get
B ) B0 ATS BT o JURI LA R DU R BT £ ey aboard.QnIy 1 rogte remained at Kowloon side,
@ - from Tsimshatsui to Waterloo Road.

4 A1 B AT —ERE L R BRI AT E Ly
FWITZWHBES > B 30 F 40 S8 B - At Sy 50 4 -

4 H o4 B o % REEOTEION - TR A B AR R K Lk
DL 5 MR > (5L O S T L 5 PR

5 A8 B> RUHEBITLEBBOERAE 1 1 1
MBS RKRIE 20 A -

11 B > RAPHERITZEREMERZ UMK -

BEFE > Bt 1944 4F 8 A 18 HEKEWE - KRt
BRERFERTE > ER 2 M¥ ARABTHENEE
Bk 1 [k aESEETEE (FB) RERETR BRAR
AR -

1-April-1944
Only 1-2 motor buses remained, and was running in
peak hours oyl Frequency 3@0min.

4-April-1944
Coal was used as fuel, but vehicles needed to be
modified and was easily damaged.

8-May-1944 Fare increased.

Tsim Sha Tsui to Waterloo Road: lyen
Mongkok to Fanling: 20 yen

November 1944: Waterloo Road Terminus was
extended to Kowloon City

18-Aug-1944 Hong Kong Island, bus service
resumed. Only Civil Servants could use the bus
service.

Source: Cheng Po Hung
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Cancel dates predating stamp issues

5 sen Admiral Togo l

S

-~

Mr, 3 du Tor,
: 64, Macdunuell P23,
[ —— i Hony Kuaz l
Cover dated March 1st,1942,Yaumati cancel
The 5 sen Adrmal Togo was made available in Hong Kong on April 17, 1@&&ued in Japan on April 1,
1942). That kind of sitwuation | ed t oStanpspesimarked @year lbefor@ r |

they were printed uldished onlapanese Philatelin 1995from which contributed to cast a doubtatirda Luz
covers.

Same cover patern and cancel, unadressed
( Chi n e Fceconimemorate the opening of Yaumati Branch Post Office
that opened on February 14, 1942 ?77?)

(To be noted that this specific cover does not correspond to envelops usualy used by H. da Luz.)
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4 sen Hyuga Monument l

Sai Ying Pun 17.12.18 (1®ec1942)
The 4sen Hyuga Monument was issu@dKong Kongon 16Sep1943
(Issued in Japan on October 1,1942).

Yaumati 19.10.13 (130ct-1944)
Same patern cover with date corsistwith stamps issues date
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Adding to the confusion, this cover is ramtdressed to H. da Luz, while the format cover is the same. All that
kind of covers have been genericaly attributed to da Luz. \

Kowloontong dated May 12, 1943
The abovecover iscancelledhree months before the 4
sen Hiruga Monument was available in Hong Kong ol
September 10, 1948But this adhesivlad been issued
in Japan on Octobdr1942

A

There is a undoubly genuineevenuedeposit slip from

=

the Bank of Asia dated June 11, 194igh the same 4 = 2 | & | -
sen sta e s
meg. T | L

i RN h=

This proves that this adhesive was available in Hong % B 4’, -3
Kong long before the official issue date.usitwo 27 ; CE] A
possibilities & ‘é' e A % 5
1/ Stampswere brought privately to Hong Kong, el 7T 2 ﬁ f’?
2/ The official date of issue is uncorrelftso, it would 2 y\ ?\}> A Eg éc
expain the da Luz 4 sen anomalput notthe 5 sen "t ’% e [ J )ﬂ 3
discrepencyor which the cancel predates the issue in A \o i o \% )YP " x
Japan). TR W 2 %
Y o NI | iR
s 1 T{vi*’;a ) < 2
Other Japanese adhesives H //ig\ X f“," ;:J (?@ ) o

In addition to the 6 adhesive values that were issued
17.1.22 (January 22, 1942), 14 values were issed a
subsequent dates. Stitinly 2 values are known with
predating cancels i.e. the 4 ddpuga Monument and
the 5 sen Admral Togo.

Why no other values with similgre-datinganomaly
are knowr?




Sunday cancels

CEBY AN MALL 1
FAR AVLOM 2%
VIA AEREA %

AN

gt 2l AN

1
If these covers were canceled aft

the war,datesshould have been
struck randomlyand we should
find one seventhor 14%, of them
cancelled on Sunday

According to the enclosed
sampling published by Simon
Choi on the HKPS Journal # 1(
there are 8 covers cancelled or
Sunday out of 97 or 8%.

Unfortunately 8% it is neither
close enough, nor far enough 1
14% to beconclusive.

A L L L L e AL L e P L F L EE P G EVELELELEL E:
SIGEFUSAISRRESZAVARRARAARSAIASIUARIAIVARALSAEE

I EERT A CEUENEFFIIEONITEIER

i

Netiorer Foundation Day Otsanved




Public Holiday Cancels

- BY MAH,
HPAR AVION

al

Un Long & Tai Po 19.4.29 (29Apr -1944) Birthday of Emperor Hirohito

- WereBranchPostOffices open on a holiday?

- How could da Luz obtain covers from both Un Long and Tai Po on that same day?
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Other specific dates may be found, wirey public Holidays?
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