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Figure MI-1. Messageries Imperiales / Messageries Maritimes pennant and crest



MESSAGERIES IMPERIALES EASTWARD 1862-3

MAIL STEAMER MARSEILLE EGYPT HONG KONG SHANGHAI NOTES FIG.
Alphee via CGH 6.11.62 1
Neva 19.10.62 c.25.10 M
Imperatrice (FV) 27.10* 2.12.62 Ml 2
Sphinx 12.12 c.15.12 HMS 2
Dupleix 19.11.62* c.25.11 M
Cambodge (FV) 27.11* 6.1.63 Ml 3
Cadiz (Mi) s.10.1 ---- P&O 3
Benares 11.1 17.1 P&O 3
Hydaspe via CGH 19.1.63 4
Dupleix 19.12.62* c.25.12
Donnai (FV) 28.12.62 2.2.63 5 1
Hydaspe (FV) 4.2 11.2 6
LaBourdonnais (FV) 19.1.63* c.25.1
Alphee (FV) 27.1* 6.3 7
Hydaspe 6.3 12.3 8
LaBourdonnais 19.2* c.25.2
Imperatrice 27.2* 3.4 9
Hydaspe 4.4* 84 10
LaBourdonnais 19.3* c.25.3
Cambodge 27.3* (G) 11
Alphee (G) 28.4 11
Hydaspe 29.4 3.5 12
LaBourdonnais 19.4* c.25.4
Donnai 27.4 27.5 13
Hydaspe 28.5 3.6 14




Figure MI-63-2. Earliest known cover carried by French Ml paguebot to Far East

British mail had to be forwarded by special agents at Marseille for first 18 months of French packet
service to Far East, since British PO had not yet agreed to officially use French service.

Figure M1-63-2 cover is earliest of only 3 known covers so forwarded.



Figure MI-63-6. Earliest known from Far East carried by MI: 2.63 from Hong Kong

"COL. F. V.SUEZ PAQ. F./ DONNAI" - Earlier than Salles 1.818
Dr. Andrew Cheung collection



Figure MI-63-9. Earliest Shanghai origination by Ml to Hong Kong; by P&O to France

Carried by the MI Hydaspe from Shanghai, 17.6, to Hong Kong, 21.6.
HK rates by MI only to “Southern Italy,” so this letter to Turin (NW lItaly) sent by British P&O Line.
“GB / 1F 22 *,o¢” Anglo-French accountancy mark enabled GB to recover postal costs from France.
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Figure MI-63-16. 1) Earliest from Peking, 2) only known to Padang, carried by Ml

MAIL STEAMER | SHANGHAI | HONG KONG | SINGAPORE | BATAVIA | PADANG

P&O Aden? 21.9 24.9
MI Alphee 24.9 c.3.10
Dutch Java c.4.10 c.7.10

Dutch c.17.10 c.20.10
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Figure MI-63-21. Cambodge disabled; towed by Erymanthe to Galle; 3 days late to Suez



A
O AN
PN
:‘ 3 -“_'/}"—'\\‘
Y 50 AU, X
R YER
No_ B e Y
— 7 W ' Mier’
NG

AL g
—2/ 2wt 4f-,.:< '*v) Z2ex cnf
¢ ¥
&
e
»

f )
e > / y / S
’ . ; & - 7
//LC-/; ((. £e -Q R AL AA B ,/10,: e S
A !’~>

Figure MI-64-2. Earliest interport letter from Ningpo by MI; only 7d French + 4d British rate

Only recorded interport letter from Ningpo carried by French paquebot during pre-stamp period
Earliest known interport (Hong Kong, China, Japan, Indochina) 7d French paquebot rate

Only known combination of 7d French paquebot rate and 4d British packet rate



Sa160N, (Cochin China), 1st July, 1864.

F o onry ¢+ A //f"/”‘; }(0

/ &ﬂ—f/ =3 /

e
e

2 s - e

Figure MI-64-5. Earliest printed matter by MI; MI Saigon to Singapore, P&O to Foochow

Only known printed matter carried by French paquebot at 2c rate
Earliest known Far East printed matter carried by French paquebot
Earliest known cover by MI steamer from Indochina to Malaya
Earliest recorded cover from Indochina with Hong Kong stamp
Earliest recorded 2c printed matter rate paid by Hong Kong adhesive
Earliest known un-watermarked 2c deep brown on cover

Earliest recorded cover paid by Hong Kong stamp to a Treaty Port
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Figure MI-64-1 2 . “AMOY /esthgeltolzancet stamps; Ml Cambodge 3 days late
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Figure MI-64-13. Only recorded cover saved from wreck of French paquebot Hydaspe

M1 Hydaspetransferred from Hong Kong—-Shanghai branch line to Singapore—Batavia branch line
Hydaspeleft Singapore 24.11.64 on first voyage to Batavia; ran upon a reef about 25 miles out

Berberin, French postal agent, taken off Hydaspe along with mails and passengers,
by crew of Dutch packet Java and transported on to Batavia
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Figure MI-65-1. British P&O Westward to Singapore, then French Ml Eastward to Saigon

Mail Steamer Hong Kong Singapore Saigon
Carnatic (P&O) 15.1 20.1
LaBourdonnais (Ml) 241 27.1

4d British packet “Asia rate” + 12 cents late fee (1 of 6 recorded)



Figure MI-65-10. Canadian cover on P&O Behar when shaft broke, then by Pluto & MI Tigre

Packet Quebec |Liverpool| Marseille | Egypt | Galle | Penang | Singapore | Hong Kong | Amoy
Peruvian (Allan) 16.9 26.9
Tanjore (P&O) 12.10 18.10
Simla (P&O) 21.10 | 3.11
Behar (P&O) 411 | 911*% 2.12 ----
Pluto c.13.11 c.15.11
Tigre (MI) c.24.11 4.12
Formosa (P&O) 6.12 8.12

* Behar towed back to Penang by P&O Emeu
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Figure MI-65-19. Carried by 3 Ml lines from Hong Kong to Turkey; earliest of 9 to Turkey

Mail Steamer Hong Kong Eqypt Smyrna Constantinople
Imperatrice 28.11.65 c.25.12
Volga 2.1.66 c.8.1

Ligne d’ Anatol e s.8.1 10.1.66



Figure MI-66-4 . Only recorded: wunpaid 60c “China Sea

“La Bourdonnais” datestamp with fleuron at bottom (Salles Type 1.841: only 65 — 66, RR)

Only known cover bearing strike of “6” decime due metal tampon applied at Shanghai
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Figure MI-67-9. Tigre delayed waiting for chartered Suwonada from Shanghai and Japan

Insufficient M1 vessels in Orient to carry out scheduled voyages, so Suwonadachartered by Ml

Suwonada late arriving at Hong Kong, so departure of Tigre postponed from 25.3 to 27.3
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Figure MI-68-3. Calcutta cover addressed to Saigon, mis-sent to Hong Kong, then back

MAIL STEAMER | CALCUTTA | GALLE | SAIGON |[HONG KONG| SAIGON

LaBourdonnais 26 10.6
Hoogly c.11.6 c.20.6 24.6
Donnai 25.6 30.6

"MISSENT - TO/HONG-KONG" < 10 recorded, Proud Type 118 LRD: 25.10.59 — 24.6.68
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Figure MI-68-15. Earliest known printed matter from China carried by M| paquebots

Augustine Heard company handstamped “Per Messageries Imperiales / Packet Str.” in lower left corner

Manuscript “3” is 3 pence rate for prices current sent to Great Britain



Figure MI-70-6. Earliest known cover from Far East carried through Suez Canal by Ml

HONG KONG EGYPT MARSEILLE

MAIL STEAMER | YOKOHAMA | SHANGHAI

Dupleix 23.1 29.1 Through the

Phase 26.1 29.1 Suez Canal

Hoogly (FV) 1.2 3.3* 11.3*




Figure MI-70-18A. Earliest of 2 known covers per Ml Guienne on only Orient to France trip

Total of $1.08 for triple rate cover to USA, as indicated by red “3” at left
Rate lowered from 48c / %2 ounce to 36¢ / %2 ounce 14.2.70

Unique usage of route from Japan via GB to USA during 1870 — 1876 period

e Earliest known letter from Orient carried across Atlantic by Guion Line under 1870 mail contract



Figure MM-71-2 . Only cover to China that escaped Pari

Carried over the German lines by balloon **Ville de Paris"
Possibly sent to connect with the P&O at Brindisi or Suez, but most likely carried by MM Hoogly

1 Ballon Monte cover to Hong Kong, and 3 to Japan are also known



Figure MM-71-14. Paid at 30c P&O vs. 32c MM rate-* Mor e t o Pay,” “ Defi ci
e Paid at 30c / %2 ounce British packet rate, but carried by French line (Peiho), which required 32c / %2 ounce
o “Deficient Postage / Fine”: 3 years before earliest use recorded by Proud (Type 1220)
e “More / To /Pay” mark “RR” if applied at Hong Kong PO, but may have been struck at London GPO

e 30c mauve issued 14.8.71 — Earliest known use on cover carried by French paquebot



Figure MM-72-7B. Only known cover carried by Provence when she collided with Erl King

Westbound MM Provencecollided with eastbound Erl King, about 200 miles southeast of island of Socotra

No major damage sustained by either ship, and both then proceeded on their voyages
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Figure MM-72-11. Ava“ arrest ed” due Rana; earliedt 306 nate by MMi t h

e MM Ava detained at Hong Kong by official inquiry into her collision with and sinking of the Rona
e Hong Kong Marshall “arrested” the Ava as security against any damages which might be awarded
e After a near international incident, also involving the French iron-clad Alma, situation was resolved

e Rate to GB for letters by French paquebots lowered on 29.4 to be same as if sent by British packet: 30c
e This 3.5 cover is earliest possible use of new 30c French paquebot rate to GB
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Figure MM-73-7. Earliest known sent abroad through Japanese postal service

l!ABbElLLF.%. Juuy 2%
The Wemageriea Maritimos Company's steazmer, Peiho,
with the {oward French juails, from  Mauritivs, Yoke-
hama on the 4sh of June, Shaooghai oc the &th, Baiavia
on anm:m -ﬁ lhurithu on IM 2‘51»,‘ b-cl"d here
o it m rab-claan  pas-
yo Y P In ﬂlllm L

uo;m and a general eargo, 335 bales of ailk,

”rohm of tu,nul x.m suniries,for Loadoo, which

pm ber cargo will be forwarded to ita destization

per Company's -tumet Gaoges, due in Lovden cn or
aMl the 4th of Aoguat

Analyzed by Messrs. Jan Simons, Phillip Kaye, and Ken Clark in the 8.1999 issue of “Kiku Shimbum.”
Cover further analyzed by Mr. Matsumoto in the 2.2000 issue of “Japanese Philately.”

“Yokohama / Paq Fr. S No 2” on back is 1 of only 6 known examples of Salles 1.972/2 datestamp.
Salles recorded this datestamp used only with anchor Kkiller, not with the “5118,” as on this cover.

“Ligne N / Paq. Fr. No. 8” (Salles Type 1.921) applied on 14.6 when the MM Peiho left Hong Kong.

Datestamped on 24.7 at St. Albans, GB, 2 days before Salles recorded arrival of Peiho at Marseille on 26.7.
Contradiction resolved by “London Times” notice, stating that Peiho arrived at Marseille on 21.7, vs. 26.7.
This is an example of quite a number of instances that Salles showed scheduled vs. actual port dates.
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Figure MM-73-16. Triple rate including interpanneau pair by Ml to Galle, P&O to Australia

“3/- in red for triple %2 ounce letter rate to Australia.
Franked with three Hong Kong 24c stamps, including exceedingly rare inter-panneau pair

Ship, Packet / Co. Foochow | Hong Kong Galle Melbourne
Private ship €.29.9.73 c.2.10

Iraouaddy / French MM 4.10 ¢.20.10

Bangalore / P&O 26.10 15.11




l

\\é'; /ﬂ‘[é;u./ a/f reet f/?d

\\ \\§ s',\\"..',/ //—/ /’/{&'/ZZU///C(

Z/é(,J--?/Zd/M.
Figure MM-74-2 2 . “TOO LATE” (earliest of 7) for

e Rated “1/-” for %2 ounce letter rate to Australia; franked 3 Hong Kong 24c stamps, including a single and an
exceedingly rare interpanneau pair

¢ Believed that 48c franking was intended to pay 48c onboard late fee, if needed, in addition to 24c¢ postage
e Only previous 48c onboard late fee recorded by Ray Carlin (HKSCJ 293, 4.1995); no additional examples since

Ship, Packet / Co. Foochow Hong Kong Galle Melbourne
Private ship €.26.9.74 c.29.9

Amazone / French MM 4.10 €.20.10

Nubia / P&O 24.10 15.11

P&O,
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Figure MM-74-19. Earliest known registered in Hong Kong and sent by French paquebot
Webb Type R;i, Proud Type R2, registration mark: 1868 — 78
Addressee determined as deceased, cover so annotated on the back, and sent back to Hong Kong

5.1.75 “Returned LR Office / Hong Kong” c.d.s. (Proud Type D1: 1872 — 83),
so return by French paquebot seems most likely



Figure MM-74-6. Onl y known “Hong Kong To Shanghae Marin

Marine sorting normally done onboard P&O packets between Hong Kong and Shanghai
It is believed that this mail for Shanghai was sorted in port on day that MM steamer left Hong Kong

Paul Chang recorded only 1870 and 75 examples of “Custom House / Shanghai” receipt mark



: ; i :f“%‘n
LD - vaabr A

Figure MM-75-1 2 . Latest of 3 known by MM with “Shangh

Believed that this mail for Hong Kong was sorted in port on day French steamer departed from Shanghai
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Figure MM-75-22. MM Anadyr collided with Teviot; Unique "GB/40c" from Far East

Cover carried by MM Anadyr when she collided with Teviot on her way down river from Shanghai

Unique “GB/40¢” accountancy mark believed applied at Hong Kong, although Mr. Bohn shows Shanghai

"Insufficiently Prepaid / Forwarded As Wholly Unpaid" (Proud Type 1221) used at HK only 11.8 - 29.9.75
This mark not recorded used at Shanghai; Proud’s 29.9.75 LRD is date Anadyr reached Hong Kong
so quite likely the date on which the Figure MM-75-22 cover was processed by the Hong Kong PO

e Given this evidence, it seems more likely that "GB/40c" mark was applied at Hong Kong vs. Shanghai



Figure MM-75-15. Earliest known by French paquebot from Far East to Egypt

Addressed to a lieutenant onboard US ship “Heartfordo (sic Hartford), which apparently had already sailed

14c¢ “Asia rate” by MM not reduced to 8c until 1.1.76, but rate to Singapore by MM listed as 4d in 1863 rate table
“Singapore / Unpaid” c.d.s. applied for onward transmission to Egypt

"Poss. An. /Pag. Fr. N No 1" mark (Salles 1.931/1) applied when cover received back on MM Tigre

Rated “32” decimes due, apparently 2 X 1f 60c / 10 grams rate (1866) for unpaid letters to foreign countries



o 3 recorded Type 2 Degron-kun handstamps
Directed letter by Japanese domestic mail from
Tokyo to Yokohama
Only inland routing handstamp applied in red
Franked 2 sen Japanese stamp for inland service
60c “China Sea” rate (2 30c French stamps)
Captain Lebon, apparently had already left HK
11.2 “Yokohama” BPO c.d.s. indicates P&O
Bombay carried cover from Hong Kong on 4.2
o “Tokyo Artillery Arsenal” handstamp applied to
direct letter from Yokohama to Tokyo
e Another 2 sen Japanese stamp for inland service

Figure MM-76-9. Only known use of 2 different Japanese routing handstamps on 1 cover



Figure MM-76-1 3 . 1 of 5 recorded “ N2” covers; earl:i

Apparently carried privately from Nagasaki direct to Hong Kong, based on dates and lack of Shanghai datestamp

Transported by MM Peiho from Hong Kong on 9.3 to Marseille on 12.4
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Figure MM-76-19. Ear | i est by MM: 1) at 28c rat e, 2.)" wi th

Earliest known to England at 28c /%2 ounce rate by French paquebot

28 cents /2 ounce rate to GB in effect for less than one year: 12.8.76 — 31.3.77
Earliest use of 28c / 30c Hong Kong stamp recorded on cover by French paquebot
Second earliest overall recorded use of 28c / 30c stamp (Gurevitch, 2001)

Apparently double-weight (1/2 to 1 ounce), so “Deficient-Postage / Colony’s Share of Fine” applied
“Deficient-Postage” is Webb Type N; (1865-76), but rare, particularly on covers carried by French paquebot
e “Deficient-Postage”: “1/2” + 1/-fine = “2/2” total due; “Colony’s Share of Fine” was “6” pence
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Figure MM-77-1 1 . Uni que “S1” over “N2” (Nagasaki),; ea

e Sender paid 16¢ /%2 ounce British packet rate (4c surcharge for P&O service via Brindisi over GPU 12c rate)
e Letter reached Shanghai on 4.5 by private ship from Nagasaki, so in time for the MM Sindh, which left on 6.5

o “N2” killer and “Nagasaki” c.d.s. recorded by Proud 9.2.76 — 22.1.79
e 1 of 5recorded “N2” covers; only one over-cancelled “S1”
e Latest of only 2 “N2” covers transported by French paquebots



e Cover paid at 2 X 8c / ¥2 ounce second UPU rate,
but 8 candarin franking was single rate

e Peking Customs c.d.s. Chang Type 20-1: 1877-97
Shanghai Customs c.d.s. Chang Type 21-I: 1876— 96

o “Poss Angl. / Paq. Fr. N” (Salles Type 1.933) applied
onboard MM lraouaddy on day she left Hong Kong

e Red “Indo-chine / Paq. Fr. Modane” c.d.s. applied to
letters sent via Mt. Cenis tunnel

Figure MM-79-2 2 . |l . G. Customs / Peking by MM; earli e
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Figure MM-79-26. Scarce 2nd UPU rate by MM; earliest known "J. M. & Co." security mark

Second UPU rate (eight cents: only 1.4.79 - 1.3.80) is scarcer than first, particularly on letters by French packet

"J. M. & Co." (Jardine, Matheson & Company) security marking: earliest recorded by Orsetti and Pugh
Only "J. M. & Co." security marking recorded on cover
Only 1 earlier printed initials security marking of any type recorded on cover
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Figure MM-80-9 . Earliest of only 2 *“ Thr ee;"botloby MM5 [/ C

7.1.80 Hong Kong c.d.s. shows that this card was carried by MM Anadyr

Mail to England by French paquebot expedited “Via Naples™ vs. all the way to Marseille

Gexerar Post Orrics,
Hongkong, 16th February, 1880.
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VIA BRINDISI & LONDON.

Figure MM-80-13. Earliest use of Hong Kong definitive postcards; by MM to Galle

e Card sent by Hong Kong GPO to compatriots in Brisbane, Australia

e Carried by MM Sindh, left Hong Kong 18.2, P&O Siam from Galle 4.3 to Melbourne 26.3

e UPU decision to required uniform rate for postcards, regardless of route, effective 18.2.80

« Hong Kong UPU postcard rate became 3c, so 4c cards almost immediately rendered obsolete
« Only known use of 4c card prior to rate increase from 3c to 4c 15 years later



