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Figure MI-1.  Messageries Imperiales / Messageries Maritimes pennant and crest 



MESSAGERIES IMPERIALES  EASTWARD  1862-3 
 
 

MAIL STEAMER  MARSEILLE EGYPT        HONG KONG SHANGHAI NOTES FIG. 
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Hydaspe via CGH  19.1.63  4  

Dupleix   
Donnai                   (FV) 
Hydaspe                (FV) 

     19.12.62*  
 

c.25.12 
 28.12.62 

 
       2.2.63 

  4.2 

 
 

11.2 

 
5 
6 

 
1 

LaBourdonnais     (FV) 
Alphee                   (FV)    
Hydaspe 

19.1.63* 
 

c.25.1  
    27.1*   

 

 
  6.3 
  6.3 

 
 

12.3 

 
7 
8 

 

LaBourdonnais  
Imperatrice  
Hydaspe   

19.2*   
 
 

c.25.2  
   27.2* 

 

 
  3.4 
  4.4* 

 
 

8.4 

 
9 

10 

 

LaBourdonnais   
Cambodge 
Alphee 
Hydaspe 

19.3*    
 

c.25.3 
         27.3*     (G)                   

(G) 
 

 
 

28.4 
29.4 

 
 
 

3.5 

 
11 
11 
12 

 

LaBourdonnais   
Donnai     
Hydaspe   

19.4* c.25.4 
27.4 

 
27.5 
28.5 

 
 

3.6 

 
13 
14 

 

 

 

 
 



 

      
 

Figure MI-63-2.  Earliest known cover carried by French MI paquebot to Far East 
 

British mail had to be forwarded by special agents at Marseille for first 18 months of French packet     

service to Far East, since British PO had not yet agreed to officially use French service.  

  

Figure MI -63-2 cover is earliest of only 3 known covers so forwarded. 



  
 

Figure MI-63-6.  Earliest known from Far East carried by MI:  2.63 from Hong Kong 
 

"COL. F. V. SUEZ PAQ. F. / DONNAI" - Earlier than Salles 1.818  
 

Dr. Andrew Cheung collection 

 



  
 

Figure MI-63-9.  Earliest Shanghai origination by MI to Hong Kong; by P&O to France 
 

Carried by the MI Hydaspe from Shanghai, 17.6, to Hong Kong, 21.6. 

HK rates by MI only to ñSouthern Italy,ò so this letter to Turin (NW Italy) sent by British P&O Line.   

ñGB / 1F 22 
4
/10 cò Anglo-French accountancy mark enabled GB to recover postal costs from France. 



 
 

Figure MI-63-16.  1) Earliest from Peking, 2) only known to Padang, carried by MI 
 

MAIL STEAMER SHANGHAI HONG KONG SINGAPORE BATAVIA PADANG 

P&O Aden? 
MI Alphee 
Dutch Java 
Dutch 

21.9 24.9 
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c.4.10 
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Figure MI-63-21. Cambodge disabled; towed by Erymanthe to Galle; 3 days late to Suez 

 



  
 

Figure MI-64-2. Earliest interport letter from Ningpo by MI; only 7d French + 4d British rate 
 

Only recorded interport letter from Ningpo carried by French paquebot during pre-stamp period 
 

Earliest known interport (Hong Kong, China, Japan, Indochina) 7d French paquebot rate 
 

Only known combination of 7d French paquebot rate and 4d British packet rate 



 
 

   
 

Figure MI-64-5.  Earliest printed matter by MI; MI Saigon to Singapore, P&O to Foochow 
 

¶ Only known printed matter carried by French paquebot at 2c rate 

¶ Earliest known Far East printed matter carried by French paquebot 

¶ Earliest known cover by MI steamer from Indochina to Malaya 

¶ Earliest recorded cover from Indochina with Hong Kong stamp 

¶ Earliest recorded 2c printed matter rate paid by Hong Kong adhesive 

¶ Earliest known un-watermarked 2c deep brown on cover 

¶ Earliest recorded cover paid by Hong Kong stamp to a Treaty Port 



  
 

Figure MI-64-12.  ñAMOY / PAIDò earliest use to cancel stamps; MI Cambodge 3 days late 
 



 

     
 

Figure MI-64-13.  Only recorded cover saved from wreck of French paquebot Hydaspe 
 
 

MI Hydaspe transferred from Hong KongïShanghai branch line to SingaporeïBatavia branch line 

 

Hydaspe left Singapore 24.11.64 on first voyage to Batavia; ran upon a reef about 25 miles out   

 

Berberin, French postal agent, taken off Hydaspe, along with mails and passengers, 

by crew of Dutch packet Java, and transported on to Batavia 

 



  
 

Figure MI-65-1.  British P&O Westward to Singapore, then French MI Eastward to Saigon 
 

Mail Steamer                 Hong Kong          Singapore          Saigon 
 

Carnatic  (P&O)                   15.1                      20.1 
LaBourdonnais  (MI)                                         24.1                  27.1 
 

4d British packet ñAsia rateò  +  12 cents late fee (1 of 6 recorded) 


