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FAR EAST
MAIL SHIP
ITINERARIES



ORIENT MAP INCLUDING HONG KONG AND TREATY PORTS

Webb: Hong Kong and the Treaty ports of China and Japan, pg. 241




EARLIEST KNOWN COVER FROM CHINA CARRIED BY M.L
“To the Care of Mr. WAGHORN?” - Earliest of 3 Known from China
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MailSteamer Bombay Egvpt Syra Malta Mar.
Berenice (EIC) 5.12.38 22.12

Sesostris (V) 27.12  30.12
Dante (MI) 3.1 6.1
Leonidas (M) 8.1 15.1.39
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Scamp: Postal Rate History of China and Hong Kong, Fig. 1-12




FRENCH STEAMERS FROM EGYPT VIA SYRA TO MALTA
Due to E. 1. C. Victoria Having to Return to Bombay — Short of Coal
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Scamp: Far East Mail Ship Itineraries, Fig. 43-1

Mail Steamer Hong Kong Bombay Egypt Syra Malta DMarseille

Anna Eliza 15.6 13.8

Victoria (EIC) 27.8 -———-

Cleopatra (EIC) 7.9 2.10

Sesostris (MI) 7.10 ¢10.10
Lycurgue (MI) ¢.11.10 15.10

Alecto (Admiralty) 15.10 19.10.43



BY ML.I. NAPLES TO MALTA, THEN P&O TO HONG KONG
Spanish Brig from Hong Kong to Manila

Mail Steamer Naples Malta Egypt Galle Hong Kong Manila
Leonidas (MI) c.23.6 c¢25.6

Ripon (P&O0) 1.7 5.7
Bentinck (P&O) 11.7  26.7
Malta (P&O) 30.7 18.8

Brillante 22.8 29.8.49



ONLY KNOWN HONG KONG COVER BY FRENCH WARSHIP
Carried by COLBERT from Shanghai to Hong Kong
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“North China Herald”: The Colbert is “the only certain means of catching the mail.”

Mail Steamer Shanghai Hong Kong Galle
Colbert (Fr.) 2.2 9.2

Cadiz (P&O) 11.2 25.2.54



“PIROSCAFI/POSTALE / FRANCESI”
Only Known Example on Cover from China
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British P& O Line (Singapore, Candia, Vectis) from Hong Kong to Malta
French Messageries Imperiales (M. I.) Line from Malta (2.2) to Naples (4.2.57)



BY ML.I. HYDASPE; P&O CHARTERED PANTHER LATE TO SUEZ
Earliest Recorded “AMOY / PAID”; Only 1 Known Carried by M. L.
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Mail Steamer Amoy Hong Kong Galle Egypt Marseille England New York
Manilla (P&O) 19.4 22.4

Cadiz (P&O) 24.4 11.5

Simla (P&O) 14.5 29.5

Hydaspe (MI) 30.5 7.6
Panther (P&O) 3.6 9.6

Persia (Cunard) 11.6 21.6.59



FRENCH FAR EAST MAIL SHIP LINES CONNECTING WITH EUROPE
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Matsumoto: The French Post Office of Yokohama and its Epoch, Fig. 18
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SCHEDULED M. I. MARSEILLE - HONG KONG PORT CALLS

..

* INDIA, CIINA, JAPAN & MAURITIUS LINES.

MARSETLLES TO HONGEKONG.

D el

DATES, |
STATIONS. -
-ABRIVAL, DEPARTURE, -
MaRsEILLES, S5 lhew  Sos o 19 —2P.M.
h[eﬂﬂina, “en ‘ee e e “ns 21 ® —_— 21 — —
Aloxandria,... , ves ° 1, T &
S\IOZ sen ven ane .-c' ---. . ’ - ". _—_—
Adel;, ( 3 - 2; -~ o
Point-de-Galle,. L 13 —_ 14 — —
Singapore, ... .. 20 21 — —
Baigon, ... ... 24 — O s
HoONGEONG,... ... ... 29 - 26 — 2P.M.
Saigon,. ... .. .. 29 -— 30 — —
Singapore, ... ... 3 — W s it
Point-do-éaﬂe, % 10 — B s
KA ass  wani oS Wi NEE e 21 -— DVias
Suez, ih N TS G sades 8 - ‘s
Alexandria,... ... .. .. s * 20 — —
Messina, ... ... 3 -~ b, P
Marseilles, ... o - -

From “Dennys Guide Book to China and Japan,” 1867



EARLIEST NOTICE FOR M. 1. SERVICE FROM HONG KONG
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(.‘U)l?\b\ll:. DES SERV l(,l'.b MARITIMES
pEs
MFSSAGERIES IMPERIALES,

MAIL AND PASSENGER STEAMERS

| BETWERN '
EUROPE AND’'CHINA.

HE C”ln s \t-é’

CE™ &
C--.odnn Da Rizux, with Pwn, Treasure,
and Merchandine, and conveying H. B. M.% Muk
for Sawon, Sinuaroar, Puixr oe Gu.tg Abax,
Svsx, MuEsmina, Manssutrzs Lyoxs Boaaucx,
Panm. Horraapix, and Lossox, and for Pux.
picuxngy, Mibaas and Catcurra, will leave this
:bn -FJUDJY tb%dd-'(uoa-ﬁn a
eon,

“For partouian w and Mo.

apply ot fhe offen of
' RUSSELL & Co,

. Heughang, b M“:”
W

Extract from “Hong Kong Daily Press” of 9.12.62

Mail Steamer Hong Kong Egvpt Marseille
Imperatrice (FV) 26.12.62 26.1
La Bourdonnais 28.1 3.2.63




MESSAGERIES IMPERIALES WESTWARD 1862-3

MAIL STEAMER SHANGHAI HONG KONG EGYPT MARSEILLE | NOTES
Dalhousie 15.11 23N HMS 1
Alphee (FV) 26.11 26.12* M2
Dupleix 28.12.62* 4163 il
Kathay 2112 2512 1
Imperatrice (FV) 26.12.62 26.1* M3
LaBourdonnais {FV) 28.1* 3.2.63 Ml
Viola 18.1 . 1
Cambodge (FV) 261 1.3 M4
LaBourdonnais 2.3 8.3" M4
Hydaspe (FV) 21.2 252 M5
Donnai (FV) 26.2 263 Ml 3
LaBourdonnais 273 24 Ml 5
Hydaspe 20.3 243 il
Alphee 2683 (G) --- Ml 6
Cambodge (G) 304 Ml B
LaBourdonnais 1.5% 8.3" il
Hydaspe 204 254 M7
Imperatrice 26.4 30.5* Ml
Peluse (FV) 1.6 6.6" Ml
Hydaspe 16.5 215 ]
Alphee 23.5 28.6" Ml
Peluse 1.7 [ il
Hydaspe 17.6 216 M 8
Donnai 236 38" Ml 8
Peluse 5.8" 11.8* il
Hydaspe 177 217 [FITE!
Cambodge 237 30.8* M9
Peluse 1.9% 79 W
Hydaspe 15.8 218 w10
Imperatrice 2238 259 M1
Peluse 30.9* 3.10 Ml 11
Alphee 249 2510° 12
Peluse 27.10% 8.11* Ml
Hydaspe 20.10 2410 ]
Donnai 26.10 241 Ml
Maoeris (FV) 26.11" 212" M 13
Hydaspe 21.11 24 11 ]
Cambodge 26011 (G) --- M 14
Alphee (G) 30.12.63 M 14
Moeris 1.1.64 7.1.64" M 14




H. M. S. 'ULCAN CARRIED SHANGHAI - HONG KONG MAIL

Salles, Tome V, pg. 36, Note 4:

. (4) L’HypaspE, parti de Shang}.mai.le 21 décembre, eut un abordage & 30 milles de Shang-
gﬁx et dut rentrer ; le vapeur américain KIANGTSE fut aussitdt affrété pour assurer le voyage
er et retour,

MAIL STEAMER | SHANGHAI | HONG KONG EGYPT | MARSEILLE| NOTES
Hydaspe 2112 --- Ml 15
Vulcan 22.12 c.26.12 HMS 15
Kiangtse 22.12 26.12*% 15
Imperatrice 26.12.63 24.1.64 Ml 16
Moeris 26.1* 1.2 Ml

15) The 1.1.64 "China Mail" carried the following account by the pilot of the Hydaspe:

"The French Mail Steamer Hydaspes left Shanghai at 8 A.M. this morning ... Five miles
below Woosung, met the steamer Hellspont, coming up. ... The Hellspont's helm was put hard-a-
star-board, and | ordered the Hydaspes helm hard-a-port. Seeing however, that we could not
clear her, | ordered the engines to be reversed, and to go full speed astern, which was done.

"We had been running astern full speed for fully five minutes, when the Hellspont's
broadside struck the Hydaspes on the port bow, knocking in three of the iron plates ... The
Hellspont struck just forward of her starboard Mizen rigging, and began sinking rapidly. The
Hydaspes lowered three boats, and succeeded in getting off all of the passengers, Captain and
crew ... She went down in 8 fathoms. ... The Hellspont had no pilot on board."

The 26.12 "NCH" recorded what transpired after this wreck:

"The S.S.N. Co.'s steamer Kiang-si left for Hong Kong on the following day under the French
flag, carrying the passengers and cargo, and the mails were put on board the H.M.S. Vulcan."



EARLIEST KNOWN ENTIRELY BY FRENCH PACKETS TO CHINA
Earliest of 3 Known Forwarded by Special Agents per M.IL. to China

Mail Steamer Marseille Egvpt Hong Kong
Peluse 19.8 ¢.25.8
Donnai 27.8 29.9.63



EARLIEST RECORDED COVER BY M.I. FROM ORIENT (SAIGON)
Donnai First Westward Voyage on Ligne d’Indochine; 4™ overall by M.L

FIG. 1.848. Fic. 1.818.
Salles (Tome V): “Pieces d’Amateur”

Mail Steamer Saigon Egypt Marseille
Donnai 33 26.3
La Bourdonnais 27.3 2.4.63



EARLIEST KNOWN COVER BY M. I. FROM CHINA
Earliest Known cover by Ligne Annexe de Hong-Kong a Shanghai
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Ishikawa: The Forerunner Foreign Post Offices in Japan, pg. 111

Mail Steamer

Shanghai Hong Kong Egvpt Marseille England New York
Hydaspe 20.4 25.4
Imperatrice 26.4 30.5%
Peluse (FV) 1.6* 6.6
Teutonia (HAPAG)

8.6 22.6.63



EARLIEST KNOWN ORIGINATING FROM HONG KONG BY M. L.
Earliest Known Carried by Donnai (2" Voyage — Long Trip)

Mail Steamer Hong Kong Egvpt Marseille
Donnai 23.6 3.8
Peluse 5.8 11.8.63



EARLIEST KNOWN COVER FROM SHANGHAI BY M. L
Earliest Known Prepaid by M. 1. from China
Only Known Use of “1/3” Rate by M. L
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Mail Steamer Shanghai Hong Kong Egvpt Marseille
Hydaspe 17.7 21.7

Cambodge 23.7 30.8
Peluse 1.9 7.9.63



CAMBODGE - MECHANICAL TROUBLE; MAIL TO ALPHEEAT GALLE
“Pos. An. / MARS 2” (2" Echelon Sorting at Lyon) — Earliest from China

Hong Kong Galle Egvpt Marseille

Mail Steamer Shanghai

Hydaspe 21.11.63 24.11
Cambodge 26.11 16.12 -—-
Alphee c.17.12 30.12
1.1 7.1.64

Moeris (FV)



1 OF 3 KNOWN FORWARDED BY SPECIAL AGENTS PER M. I. TO CHINA
Tigre Carried British Mail, Aden — Galle, Due to Cvclone Damage to P&O Candia

Mail Steamer Marseille Egvpt Aden Galle Hong Kong
Candia (P&O) 20.4 27.4 -—-

Said (MI) 19.4 c.25.4
Tiger (MI) 27.4 ¢35 135  29.5.64



1st of ONLY 2 TRIPS BY ERITMANTHE WITH CHINA MAIL
Erymanthe Sent to Suez for Repair; Mail Transshipped from Alphee

Mail Steamer Yentai Shanghai Hong Kong Galle Egypt Marseille

HMS (Gunboat) c.8.2 ¢.10.2

Hydaspe 21.2 24.2

Alphee 26.2 c.13.3
Erymanthe c.143 273

Said (FV) 28.3 2.4.64



M. I. FROM SAIGON TO SINGAPORE; P&O TO HONG KONG
Only Known Example of Hong Kong Stamp on Cover from Indochina

|Saicon, (Cochin China), 1st July, 1864.
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Mail Steamer Saigon Singapore Hong Kong Foochow
Tigre (MI) s.1.7 s.4.7
Simla (P&O) 15.7 22.7
23.7 27.7.64

Formosa (P&O)



INAUGURATION OF THE FRENCH LINE TO YOKOHAMA

NOTICE,
MESSAGERIES IMPERT ALES.
MARITIME sgn{ncg.
INAUGURATION OF THE Jarax LINE.

The pnblic is ‘informed, that, by

virtue of & convention between the

French Government und the Compa-
ny, dated the 2nd June 1865, a
monthly postal - service will be esta-
blished from the first day of ‘leptem-
ber tnex, betwccn ¢

-

Shao ghal. randiYckohama-

The service will be performed by
the n Steamer Dugleiz of 280
Lorse-power, nnd “1,900 tons register
commanded by Lieutenant Melizan.

" The dayof" deplrturo from Yoko-
bama, for Shanghai—will be the 13th

of each month, to catch the French

.t

mail for Europe. : e

Jg 2 3

. $~HOPE. 5
A,;-nt. to the (.omp-ny in Yokofnn.

Yukohu_na, lﬂ_tb August, 1863

Mail Steamer Marseille
Moeris 19.7
Alphee

LaBourdonnais

Dupleix (FV)

A French miil-pucket nervice having been
¢vatabliched hetween Shanghae and Yokohama
(dupar) in connexion with the exining rervice be -

| tween Shanghae and Hongkong. it is hereby noti-
« 6ed that in future ocorreeponde ce for Yokohama
; will be forwanded from this Office by each of thae
i French Puckets leaving thix place for Shunghae.
i e ters, & to he lorwarded by there vesseln
, must be marked per ** Memeageriea Imiperialea
Packet *———— " und they may be torwarded
. either pnid or unpaid at the upunn of the Sender,
at the lu‘lnv!mL rates of Po~tage, viz For a letter

Not raceeding § am cunce in weight, 14 centa,

Freciediag § anounceond under lvunce, 25 centa,

Ficecmumy | vunce ond under 2 ounces, 56 cents,

Kicreding 2vunces and under 3 vunces, B4 centa,
wnd ro on adding 28 centa for each additionag
«nnee or fraction of un ounce after the firat nunce -
\n. wapapers and Prices Carrent 2 cents ench.

F. W. MITCHELL.
Postmaster Generul,
(‘cncrﬂl PO)ll Ofﬁce.

|  Honghong 27th Septeniber, 18635,
Egvpt Hong Kong Shanghai Yokohama
c.25.7

26.7 28.8

29.8 2.9
3.9 7.9.65



1" VOYAGE BY FRENCH PAQUEBOT FROM YOKOHAMA
Earliest Use of “5118,” “YOKOHAMA / Bau FRANCAIS,” and “PD”

Matsumoto: The French Post Office of Yokohama and its Epoch, Fig. 18

Mail Steamer Yokohama Shanghai Hong Kong Egvpt Marseille
Dupleix (FV) 12.9 16.9

LaBourdonnais 18.9 22.9

Alphee 23.9 26.10

Said

28.10 2.11.65



30c FRENCH CLOSED MAIL RATE: BY M. I. EGYPT - HONG KONG
3 Week Delay in Egypt to Save 23¢ Over Transmission by P&O
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Mail Steamer New York Liverpool Marseille Egypt Hong Kong
City of Baltimore (Inman) 10.6 22.6
Said (MI) 29.6 8.7
Alphee (MI) 26.7 28.8.65
Nyanza (P&O) 28.6 4.7
Candia/Behar (P&O)

6.7 7.8.65



EARLY USE OF FRENCH PACKET FOR MAIL TO U.S.

0 A

orrsisied
Mail Steamer Hong Kong
Donnai (MI) 26.3
Moeris (MI)

Nova Scotian (AllanL.)

-

: WO 5 & ’
pos
% / /40;:7/4‘&’:9 .
Egypt Marseille England Quebec
25.4
27.4 2.5
4.5 18.5.65



EARLIEST OF 3 HONG KONG — CONSTANTINOPLE COVERS BY M1
3 French Lines: Ligne D’Indochina, Syrie, D’ Anatole
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Sotheby Auction of T. V. Roberts “Covers of the World Carried by French Mailboats,” Lot 458
Backstamps: Hong Kong —27.11, Alexandria — 26.12.65, Constantinople — 11.1.66

Mail Steamer Hong Kong Egvpt Smyrna Constantinople
Imperatrice 28.11.65 c.25.12
Volga 2.1.66 c.10.1

Ligne d’Anatole s.10.1 11.1.66



EARLIEST KNOWN FRENCH COVER BY M.I. TO HONG KONG

Earliest Known 80 Centime / 7.5 Grams Rate to China

Hong Kon

t

E

Marseille

Mail Steamer

Peluse

Tiger
Very Fast Voyage from Marseille to Alexandria by M. 1. Peluse

c.24.8

s.19.8

28.9.66

25.8



M.I. TIGRE DELAYED AWAITING CHARTERED SUWONADA
Suwonada Chartered by M. 1. to Replace Dupleix — Went to Suez for Repai
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Mail Steamer Yokohama Shanghai Hong Kong Egvpt Marseille
Suwonada 173 21-23.3 26.3

Tigre 273 24.4

Said 26.4 2.5.67






